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TECHNIQUES FOR IMPASTO PLASTER 
 

 

 

Whitson's Impasto Plaster is a highly versatile product, specifically designed to allow the artist or 

decorative finisher to add texture to any interior decorative surface.  It is easy to use, and comes in a 

neutral base which can be used as an off-white finish, or tinted with universal colourants.  When dry, the 

product exhibits exceptional adhesion and flexibility, resulting in excellent wear characteristics and impact 

resistance.  It can be used to create embossing and textured finishes, and can be overcoated with all paints 

and enhanced with glazes, waxes, gilding and protective topcoats.  If desired, it can also be used as a finish 

without the need for further coatings, and it can even be polished in the same way as a lime plaster. 
 

Suitable for application by trowel, spatula, sponge, roller and other specialist decorative tools to an optimum depth 

of no more than 1- 2mm at a time to avoid cracking.  If you want to encourage cracking then thicker layers can be 

applied or force drying the plaster with a hairdryer will give a more dramatic effect.  The versatility of this product 

provides the capacity to mimic the look of Venetian/Marmorino plaster, Stucco Antico, antique plaster, relief effects, 

washed smooth stone along with a myriad of unique techniques. 

Due its exceptional flexibility this product is perfect for newbuild, and for off-site application of installation work.  

Because it flexes it can be applied to a variety of surfaces and shipped to site without concerns of delamination.  

Unlike lime-based plaster there is no concern with incompatibility with other products. 

For thin spatula or trowel application, coverage will be 3-3.5m2/kg.  When applying at a thickness of 1mm, coverage 

will be 0.56m2/kg. 

As this is a clay and acrylic medium, any existing coatings should be overcoated with Whitson’s Superior Adhesion 

Primer.  Any bare substrates should be sealed with a suitable primer. 

 

For thin applications, the product dries in 20 – 30 minutes, however thicker films will take longer to dry.  The product 

is ready for recoat once the film feels hard and no longer cold. To render the plaster scrubbable apply a good quality 

acrylic varnish such a Whitson’s Universal Lacquer. 

 

After use cover the remaining plaster with plastic film, seal the container, and store in a cool dry place.  By doing so 

this material will keep for up 1 year. Unopened packs have a shelf life of 24 months when stored in the same 

conditions. 

 

Clean up and dilution is with water. 

 

Impasto Plaster is currently stocked in a Neutral Base (which can be tinted or used as an off-white) in the following 

pack sizes: 

 

1kg for retail through shops stocking furniture paint packaged in a Plastic Kilner Jar 

1kg for the professional user packaged in a plastic tub 

5kg for the professional user packaged in a plastic bucket 

24kg for the professional specialist decorator or artist 
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EXAMPLE 1 

 

 
 

The plaster was rollered onto the surface with a medium pile radiator roller, allowed to set up and then knocked 

down. The bands were put in afterwards using masking tape.  The surface was then painted in Roberson’s Liquid 

Metal Blackened Bronze, then dry brushed with the Bronze.  A clear acrylic wax with a little black powdered pigment 

added was applied using a sponge, working the black into the background. 
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EXAMPLE 2 

 

 
 

 
 

This sample was applied on a 0.75mm thick white HIPS board which had been primed. Three lots of plaster were 

tinted using universal colourants, they were double loaded onto a trowel and worked onto the surface in a pleasing 

way.  The finish was lightly burnished. 
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This photo shows that product is highly flexible unlike most other plasters.  This means that panels can be worked off 

site, furniture decorated and there is little or no chance of cracking and no chance of it delaminating.  It also means 

that movement in newbuild is less of an issue and using the material on cabinetry and doors allows movement; 

expansion and contraction of surfaces don’t pose a problem to the product. 
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EXAMPLE 3 

 

 
 

In this example, the surface was gilded with metal leaf and not sealed.  Plaster was lightly tinted, with a second 

colour tinted too.  The two colours were double loaded and skip trowelled over the surface and then knocked down. 

The raw metal leaf causes the plaster to crack.  If you wanted this finish not to crack, then you should seal the leaf 

with two coats of Whitson’s Universal Lacquer. 
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EXAMPLE 4 

 

 
 

This sample was split in two.  The top was trowelled on and then a piece of HIPS was cut so that it had teeth of 

varying shape.  This was then drawn through the plaster back and forth. Once dry, a pearlized paint was washed 

onto the surface.  The lower part was rollered on with a low pile roller and lightly knocked down and finished the 

same way. 
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EXAMPLE 5 

 

 
 

This sample and the next were carried out using quite a lot of products not available yet but the techniques are valid 

and was achieved using other products.  This sample was made using Impasto Plaster tinted black which was 

sponged on with a natural sponge and then knocked down.  Here an acrylic metallic wax in copper, gold and bronze 

was used on a damp sponge to blend different tones of metallic over the top.  Finally using the clear acrylic wax on a 

damp sponge dipped in Vandyke Brown in a scant amount of powder pigments, the surface was rubbed to antique 

and seal. 
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EXAMPLE 6 

 

 
 

This was again made using the Impasto Plaster tinted black.  It was applied with Japan Scrapers in the classic polished 

plaster technique, where two thin layers were built up and lightly polished.  A gold acrylic wax was then trowelled 

onto the surface. 
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PLASTER STENCILLED 1 

 

 
 

This chest of drawers was primed, and the plaster then trowelled through a stencil.  The plaster was blow dried to 

encourage cracking.  The surface was painted black, sized and foiled with one of our silver foils, then glazed with a 

black glaze (Polyvine acrylic glaze tinted with Polyvine tints) and varnish.  The stage where the surface was painted 

black could have been eliminated if the plaster tinted to black had been used. 

The stencil used was from Wallovers. 
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PLASTER STENCILLED 2 

 

 
 

This door was primed, and plaster then trowelled through a stencil. 

The right-hand panel is done in Annie Sloan Paris Grey, finished with wax, a liming wax and then the stencil replaced 

and the Lefranc Bourgeois gilt wax dusted over the raised surface. 

The left-hand panel was embossed with the plaster then painted with General Finishes Coral Crush, then glazed with 

their Vandyke Brown Glaze (with extender added).  Once the glaze was dry, the stencil was situated back in place 

and General Finishes Pearl Effects Copper stencilled through.  Finally, it was varnished. 

The stencils are from Stencil Library. 

  



Whitson’s Ltd, Unit 7, 14 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 5RW 
Tel: +44 (0) 1738 587600 

Issue Date: 
Version: 

September 2019 
1.1 

 
 

PLASTER STENCILLED 3 

 

 
 

The surface was primed, stencilled through with plaster and painted a dark brown eggshell.  It was sized and foiled 

with our copper ore patterned foil (this one is a 100% release foil), glazed with a brown glaze and varnished. 

The stencil was hand cut by Cait Whitson at Whitson’s.  

 


